
Evangelism Update 09-24-06

This newsletter has been formatted for HTML capable email clients (like Outlook Express, Thunderbird, or 
Hotmail). If you're using a text-only email client, I suggest reading the Evangelism Update at the Newsletter link 
on our website: http://OR.thegreatnews.com/grantspass/

To unsubscribe from this newsletter please email sognn@grantspass.com.

Note from Jim:

The team didn't meet for "street fishing" on Saturday, so that I could spend some quality time with family on my 
birthday.
 
In place of the Weekly "Fishing" Report, I've included a short article by Darrel Rundus (GNN founder aka The 
General). Be sure to read it.

Basic Training Course:

We would be glad to host the eight-session Way of the Master Basic Training Course for your church or small 
group. It's an excellent resource to equip Christians to share their faith simply, effectively; the way Jesus did! All 
we would need is an investment of your people’s time. There is no financial commitment required from you or the 
church. We just want to help believers overcome their fears and do what our Lord asked us to do; seek and save 
that which is lost!
 
More info on the Basic Training Course: http://www.wayofthemaster.com/btc/

Scripture of the Week:

And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for 
that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God." (Luke 16:15, NASB)
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Quote of the Week:

"We have a strange illusion that mere time cancels sin. But mere time does nothing either to the fact or to the 
guilt of a sin." (C. S. Lewis)

Evangelism Resource:

Looking for a link to email people or an easy-to-remember website to point someone to where they'll get a 
simple, clear and biblical gospel presentation?

www.TheGoodPersonTest.net

Questions & Objections:

This O&A come from The Evidence Bible.

O.  I was once a born-again Christian. Now I believe it’s all rubbish!
 
A.  When a person maintains that he was once a Christian, but came to his senses, he is saying that he once 
knew the Lord (see John 17:3). Ask him, "Did you know the Lord?" He will then be forced to say, "I thought I did!" 
This gives you license to gently say, "If you don’t know so, then you probably didn’t." If he didn’t know the Lord, 
he was therefore never a Christian (1 John 5:11–13,20). 
 
Explain to him that the Bible speaks of false conversion, in which a "stony ground" hearer receives the Word with 
joy and gladness. Then, in a time of tribulation, temptation, and persecution, falls away. If he is open to reason, 
take him through the Ten Commandments, into the message of the cross, and the necessity of repentance and 
faith in the Savior.

The Shepherd and the Sheepdog
by Darrel Rundus
 
All too often I see people who come to Boot Camp or who have heard and been enlightened by Ray Comfort’s 
message Hell’s Best Kept Secret get frustrated with other Christians, members of their church, and even their 
Pastor for not “getting it” and understanding the importance of sharing their faith and doing it biblically. Time and 
time again, I see many people join “Club Frustration” and ultimately leave their church in search of one that is 
doing things biblically and that cares about evangelism. While being an active member of a solid church is vitally 
important, there is no such thing as a perfect church, and if you did find a perfect place to worship, you’d 
probably ruin it in a couple of weeks. I feel as if part of the problem we face is apathy when it comes to obeying 
the Great Commission, but another aspect of the equation is the relationship between the Pastor and the 
Evangelist. God’s Word says that He chose some to be Pastors and some to be Evangelists for the equipping of 
the saints (Ephesians 4:10-12). That means the Pastor is not the Evangelist and the Evangelist is not the Pastor. 

 
I’ll never forget a story Ray shared with me to illustrate the symbiotic and powerful relationship between the 
Pastor and the Evangelist and how much fruit can come from their alliance if each person does their function and 
they work in tandem to fulfill their responsibility in the body of the church and the calling on their lives. If you 
have ever been to a Sheepdog competition this will make perfect sense to you, but even if you haven’t, I think 
this illustration will help you to understand what God intended the relationship between the Pastor and the 
Evangelist to be like.  
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At a sheepdog competition you have the sheep, the gate, the pen, the Sheepdog and the Shepherd. The sheep 
are positioned outside the gate of the pen in the open country. The Shepherd stands there and the Sheepdog 
patiently sits, watching the sheep and waiting for the command from the Shepard to go round up the sheep, 
chase them through the narrow gate and into the pen. When the time is right, the Shepherd gives the command 
and the Sheepdog springs into action and runs at the sheep, barking at them, nipping at their heels and chases 
them straight through the gate. Then the Shepherd shuts the gate and begins to tend to the sheep. If the 
Sheepdog takes off before getting the command from the Shepherd, or if he has too much zeal and doesn’t 
maintain restraint and self control, the sheep will get away and the Sheepdog and the Shepherd will lose the 
competition.  
 
This illustration is powerful and the symbolism is obvious. The Shepherd is the Pastor and the Sheepdog is the 
Evangelist. Now, could you imagine what would happen if the Sheepdog decided to go off on his own, chasing 
the sheep whenever he wanted? What if the Sheepdog decided to bark at and bite the Shepherd? The Shepherd 
would put that dog down and find a Sheepdog that would submit to his authority and obey his commands. What 
if the Shepherd never praised the Sheepdog when he did what the Shepherd commanded? What if he never fed 
the Sheepdog or even acknowledged the dog when he did a good job? 
  
All too often I see Sheepdogs (Evangelists) who are so excited or short on patience that they start barking at 
their Shepherd and running around aimlessly with no control or direction. I have on many occasions seen the 
Sheepdog running around inside the pen barking at and nipping at the heels of the sheep inside the pen. Even 
worse, I see Evangelists who will not take orders from their Shepherd and turn on him and bite the hand that 
feeds them. I also see Shepherds (Pastors) running around chasing sheep on foot without the help of the 
Sheepdog or trying to catch the sheep by luring them over, one at a time, with food and treats in which the smart 
sheep have no interest. 
 
In order to have a fruitful relationship between the Shepherd (Pastor) and the Sheepdog (Evangelist) they both 
need to know their function and responsibility. It’s not the Sheepdog’s job to tend the sheep, nor could he. It’s not 
the Shepherd’s job to catch the sheep, nor should he, if he’s going to properly tend the sheep he has. God made 
some to be Shepherds and some to be Sheepdogs, and if they are to be fruitful they must work together to 
gather the sheep and drive them through the gate and into the pen. 
 
Be a good Sheepdog and work with your Shepherd, submit to his authority, and when he gives you the 
command, go out and bring the lost sheep into the fold. Be a good Shepherd and tend your sheep while being 
careful not to neglect the Sheepdog who helped you get them through the gate and into the pen. Keep your 
Sheepdog busy lest he get bored and start to tear up the place by barking at and chasing after the sheep in the 
pen. By knowing your role in the body and working together, the Shepherd and the Sheepdog will glorify God 
and many lost sheep will be saved. 

Prayer Points:

• "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers into His harvest." (Matthew 9:37-38, NASB) 

 

Calendar:

• Downtown Fishing Hole  (Recurring)
Saturdays
Street witnessing (3pm to 6pm) downtown along 6th Street. Meet in the Budget Internet parking lot (4th 
St & F St).

• DMV O/A  (Recurring)
Wednesdays
Open Air preaching at 8:45am to the people waiting for the DMV doors to open.

• Seed Sowing at Oktoberfest 2006  
Wolf Creek, OR / September 30
Take a "fishing" trip to Wolf Creek and street witness at this popular celebration.

http://www.thewolfcreekinn.com/OPRD/PARKS/WCI_oktoberfest.shtml


• Seed Sowing at Art Along the Rogue  
Grants Pass, OR / October 7
Last year I was able to open air preach to about 300-400 people. Big time fishing opportunity right there 
are 6th & H St.

• Seed Sowing at Rocky Horror Picture Show
Grants Pass, OR / October 28 (8pm - Rogue Theater)
The 500 seats are expected to be sold-out for this raunchy, worldly, cross-dressing feature. After our 
usual street fishing time, we'll regroup for some solid prayer and head over to be outside as people begin 
to arrive. 

If you would like to join us, click here to send us your contact info.

A free one-day event in Sacramento (CA) on October 21st.
 
Guest Speakers:

• Ray Comfort  (Way of the Master) 
• Emeal "E.Z." Zwayne  (Living Waters Publications) 
• Todd Friel  (Way of the Master Radio)

Click the link below for details or to register on-line.
 
http://www.wayofthemasterradio.com/transformed_signup.shtml

These newsletters have no copy-right. Take the liberty to share them with others.
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